
The Netherlands has a relatively small share of renewable energy, 
and a low EU target for renewable energy compared to other EU Member States in 2012
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The Dutch target for renewable 
energy is so low because the 
Netherlands has fewer options 
compared to other EU countries. 
For example, it has no mountains 
with storage reservoirs.

Countries such as Sweden 
have many renewable energy 
sources, and Sweden uses 
these extensively.

Renewable energy 
production takes up a 
great deal of space. 
The Netherlands is 
unable to meet its 
energy demand using 
domestically grown 
biomass – there is 
simply not enough 
land available.  

Change requires space

Biogas
About �ve cows produce enough gas 

for one household (for heating and cooking).

Biomass
600 m2

per capita

Wind
150 m2

per capita

Amount of land needed for renewable electricity 
production to meet the average energy 
demand of the Dutch population

Amount of land needed for renewable electricity 
production to meet the average energy 
demand of the Dutch population

Sun
13 m2

per capita


