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Migrants move to cities
Europe’s population is growing, not only 
as a result of natural processes (more 
births than deaths), but also because of 
immigration (from outside Europe). 
Over the last few years, Europe has 
experienced a large in�ux of people. As a 
consequence of the geopolitical instability 
in the Middle East and Africa, immigration 
and refugee �ows into Europe have 
increased, and this has had a signi�cant 
impact on European countries and cities. 
People also migrate within the EU. 
For example, because of disparities in 
employment and income levels, 
inhabitants of central and eastern 
Member States have moved to those in 
the west (Espon, 2015; European 
Commission, 2014).

Migration, in general, and the current 
refugee �ows into Europe, in particular, 
have clear territorial and urban 
dimensions. The main cause of the EU’s 
population growth is net immigration. 
Between 2001 and 2011, the EU’s total 
population (EU-28) increased by 3.8%, 
with net immigration accounting for 3% 
of this. Natural population change was 
only 0.7% (European Commission, 2014).

Over the centuries, cities have received 
immigrants, both those with a residence 
permit as well as asylum seekers and 
undocumented immigrants. In the EU-15, 
net immigration accounted for the largest 
share of population growth in urban 
areas. In the EU-13, net immigration more 

than o�set the natural decline in urban 
population (European Commission, 2014). 
Cities can bene�t from newcomers; for 
instance, because they bring new skills 
and knowledge. However, a large in�ux of 
people can also pose major challenges 
with respect to housing and public 
services. Not every city is a�ected in the 
same way. Even within cities, challenges 
may di�er between neighbourhoods. 

Especially so-called ‘arrival city’ 
neighbourhoods (Saunders, 2011) can 
su�er from an accumulation of social, 
economic, cultural and individual 
problems that impede the establishment 
of a local sense of community, of belong-
ing. This can limit the opportunities for 
people to develop new talents and skills.
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