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Sub-Saharan Africa

South Asia and East Asia Paci�c

North Africa, Middle East, Central Asia and Russia

Latin America and the Caribbean
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The ecological footprint is a composite indicator 
that relates human consumption to the renewable 
production capacity of the Earth by weighting 
several environmental pressures, including those 
from agriculture, forestry and energy production.

The Human Development Index (HDI) is a 
summary measure of average achievement in key 
dimensions of development, such as a long and 
healthy life, education and a decent standard of 
living.  

Understanding the dynamics of individual 
environmental pressures and performing 
systematic analyses of development indices remain 
essential to assess the impact of policy choices and 
the possible trade-o�s.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Develop ment provides a global 
framework that aims to steer 
towards a safe and just operating 
space for society to thrive 
in.  A society in which every 
person has the resources to 
meet their individual needs and 
aspirations, while collectively 
living within the carrying 
capacity of the planet. The 17 
SDGs address the interrelated 
challenges of eradicating 
poverty and improving human 
well-being and social equity, 
reducing environmental risks 
and ecological scarcities by 
changing unsustainable patterns 
of consumption and production 
and promoting sustainable 
alternatives, and protecting and 
managing the natural resource 
base on which people’s wealth 
and well-being is built. 

An integrated approach is vital 
for minimising trade-offs and 

capturing synergies between 
the broad range of objectives it 
sets out. The challenges differ 
significantly between countries, 
depending on their human 
development level, consumption 
level, production methods 
and the 
resulting 
environ-
mental 
footprint. 
Achieving the SDGs collectively 
requires differentiated 
pathways. Low-income 
countries should significantly 
improve human well-being 
and avoid resource lock-ins, 
middle-income countries should 
aim for a relative decoupling 
of economic growth from 
environmental degradation, and 
high-income countries should 
aim for absolute decoupling 
of economic growth from 
environmental degradation.
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