
Finding shared solutions
at landscape level
The landscape approach provides a platform for all stakeholders
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... negotiate, explore
and plan...

... to implement
a shared design...

...that is aimed at
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green growth

Inclusive and green growth
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Growth-without-limits landscape

Increasing incomes could improve 
food security and heatlh care.

But land is used intensively for 
production, risking biodiversity loss 
and soil degradation. 

Short-term gains prevail. 
Bene�ts and losses are unequally 
distributed.

Finding the right landscape 
con�guration can help to achieve 
many SDGs, simultaneously.
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The landscape is the level on which our 
current and future global challenges 
converge. In pre-industrial, primitive 
or traditional landscapes, the use 
and conservation of available natural 
resources appears to have been balanced, 
most likely due to lower population 
densities, a deeper sense of community 
within human settlements and a locally 
based food production system. 

Increasing globalisation and techno-
logical development have accelerated 

the integration of producers into global 
supply chains, bringing economic 
development to many rural landscapes, 
for example, the emergence of palm 

oil production landscapes in Indonesia. 
However, agricultural expansion and 
growth do not necessarily lead to 
inclusive and green development. 

In many cases, large-scale agricultural 
development has gone hand in hand with land-
related conflicts, the violation of indigenous 
population rights and the degradation of 
biodiversity and ecosystem services. 

Today, landscapes are seen as the spatial 
scale on which many different stakeholders, 
from global to local, need to cooperate. 
The spatial boundary of a landscape approach 
is often determined by an issue, benefit 
or risk that is commonly acknowledged by 
different stakeholders in a certain area. 
Local balancing of competing interests, 
sharing benefits and mitigating perceived 
collective risks are prerequisites to achieving 
multiple SDGs simultaneously. 

The landscape approach aims to find a 
shared solution. It involves local, regional and 
sometimes even international negotiations 
between many diverse stakeholders, including 
farmers, NGOs, indigenous communities 
and governments. Creating an enabling 
environment and a platform that provides 
a level playing field for all stakeholders is 
considered a priority for the government.
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